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Many people believe the most important quality of a doctor is intelligence, but I 
argue it is compassion. My week in Cali confi rmed this. 
 
Every medical student and professional I met this week had the unfailing ability to 
form connections with their patients, with us, and with each other in the most caning 
and kind manner, with patients, especially, they were able to connect on a personal 
level rather than seeing them simply as illnesses to cure, a trop many doctors fall 
into, they recognize that their job is not to save lives, but to touch lives, a task that 
demands empathy, tolerance and tenderness, this attitude was universal in the 
hospitals (both public and private), Javeriana students, and staff. 
 
Leaving Javeriana, I aspire to demonstrate this type of humanity in all aspects of my 
life, not just professionally, in short, this experience taught me now to become a 
better doctor by fi rst becoming a better human. 
